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But exceptions were few and far between in my active
reportorial experiences and when one found a frank and
sincere diplomat he was a rare jewel indeed.
Mr. Herrick in his effort to bolster Franco-American rela-
tions in the lamentable period of 1927 was facing almost
insurmountable obstacles and he was conscious of them. The
ill feeling engendered by the debt was cumulative. Ill-timed
speeches in the Chamber of Deputies and in the American
House and Senate had not helped Franco-American amity,
but there had been other irritating and provocatory incidents
in many directions.
Outstanding among the pin-pricks of the period was the
effort of Marc de Germiny, a well-known French historian,
to show that George Washington, father of our country,
was a rascal. De Germiny painted an alleged and unknown
portrait of Washington, an "obscure major in the British
Army" during 1753 and 1754 when he described Washington
as having given the order to fire on a French lieutenant with
a body of men arriving before Washington's headquarters
with a message from the French governor. Later, continued
de Germiny, Captain Devilliers, brother of the slain lieuten-
ant, was assigned to "avenge the affront" and with fifteen
hundred men captured Washington and his troops at Fort
Necessite on the Monongahela, "showing toward Washington
and his garrison a generosity which the recent assassination of
his brother made all the more remarkable," said the author.
"It was thus that there appeared, at the outset, to our
compatriots the man who fifteen years later was to found
the Republic of the United States, thanks to the prestige
of our arms," said de Germiny.
The author also told how Washington, as a general, fell
in love with an American girl, Mary Connor. But Mary, he